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cyclically displaying [the] a series qff frames reflecting a state of the container as 
an animated sequence; 

detecting an event reflecting a change in the state of the container; 

determining based on the detected event whether an animated seguence does 
not reflect the state of the container: and 

updating the cyclical display based on the determination [modifying the series of 
frames to reflect the detected changed state of the container]. 

2. The process of claim 1 , wherein the cyclical display provides an intuitive 
representation of a degree of the [generating step further includes the step of: 

generating the series of frames such that the series of frames when displayed in 
the animated sequence represents information about a] change in the state of [the 
objects of] the container. 



3. The process of clairyi 1, wherein the cyclical display reflects [generating step 
further includes the step of: 

generating the series £>f frames to represent] the numbers and types of the 
objects. 
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4. The process of claim 1 , wherein th* cyclical display embeds [generating step 
generating step further includes the step of ^imbedding] audio information in the 
generated frames. 

5. The process of claim 2, wherein/the cyclical display uses [generating step 
further includes the step of using] one of/color variations, tempo, motion, and change in 
size to [indicate the] represent the deorjfee of the change in the state of [the objects of] 
the container. 

6. The process of claim 3, wl^brein the cyclical display uses [generating step 
further includes the step of using] color variations, tempo, motion, and change in size to 
[indicate] reflect the number or type of the objects in the container. 

7. A computer system comprising: 

a memory including a software container and an animated indicator program, the 
animated indicator program including computer code for monitoring the software 
container to detect an event reflecting a change in a state of the container, for 
determining based on the detected event whether an animated seouence does not 
reflect the state of the container and for generating a series of frames to reflect a state 
of [, each of the frames containing information relating to] the container based on the 
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determination [, and for periodically modifying thjfe generated series of frames to reflect 
a changed state of the container]; 

a display on which [the] a series of frames is cyclically displayed in an animated 
sequence [such that the animated sequence /epresents information about the state of 
the container]; and 

a processor configured to execute programs in the memory. 

8. The computer system of claim [7, wherein the cyclical display provides an 
intuitive representation of a degree of me [animated indicator program further includes 



computer code for generating the frames such that the series of frames when displayed 
in the animated sequence represent i/iformation about a] change in the state of [objects 
of] the container. 

9. The computer system of ilaim 7, wherein the cyclical display reflects 
[animated indicator further includes computer code for generating the frames such that 
the series of frames when displayed in the animated sequence represent information 
about] the number and type of objects of the container. 

10. The computer system [rprocess] of claim 7, wherein the animated indicator 
program further includes computer code for embedding audio information in the 
generated frames. 
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1 1 . The computer system [process] 6f claim 8, wherein the animated indicator 
program further includes computer code for using one of color variations, tempo, 



change in size, and motion to [indicate! represent the degree of the change in the state 
of [the objects of] the container. 

12. The computer system [process] of claim 9, wherein the animated indicator 
program further includes computer code for using color variations, tempo, change in 



size, and motion to [indicate] reflect the number or type of the objects in the container. 

13. A computer readable medium containing instructions executable on a 
computer, the instructions when executed on the computer performing the steps of: 

[generating a series of frames, each of the frames containing information relating 
to the of a software container;] 

cyclically displaying [the] a/series of frames in an animated sequence such that 
the animated sequence [represents information about] reflects a state of [the] a 
software container; 

detecting an event reflecting a change in the state of the container; 

determining based on the detected event whether an animated sequence does 



not reflect the state of the container; and 



updating the cyclical dis play based on the determining [modifying the series of 



frames to reflect the detected ^hanged state of the container]. 
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14. The computer readable medium of claim 13, wherein the [further including] 
instructions for the cyclical display cause the cyclical display to provide an intuitive 
representation of a degree of the [generating the frames such that the series of frames 
when displayed in the animated sequence represent information about a] change in the 
state of [objects in] the container. 

15. The computer readable medium of claim 13, wherein the [further including] 
instructions for the cyclical display cause the cyclical display to reflect [generating the 
frames such that the series of framds when displayed in the animated sequence 
represent information about] the number and type of objects of in the container. 

16. The computer readable medium of claim 13, further including instructions for 
[generating] embedding audio information in the cyclical display [generated frames]. 

17. The computer readable medium of claim 14, further including instructions for 
using one of color variations, tempo, motion, and change in size to [indicate] represent 
the degree of the change in the! state [of the objects] of the container. 

18. The computer readable medium of claim 15, further including instructions for 
using one of color variations, tempo, motion, and change in size to [indicate] reflect the 
number or type of objects in t\ e container. 
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Please add the following new claims: 



-19. A process for reflecting actiyity of a software container that is closed, 
comprising: 

detecting activity of the closed container; and 
updating an animated sequence so as to reflect activity of the closed container. 

20. The process accordingiopl^m 19, further comprising: 
displaying the animate/ sequence] 

21. The process acdor^f\g lb claim 20, further comprising: 
opening the contained and interrupting the display of the animated sequence 

when the container is opened. 

22. A process for reflecting activity of a network-based software container 



associated with a first com 



►uteri system, comprising: 
detecting if a second computer system has acted upon the container; and 
updating an animated sequence to be displayed on the first computer system so 
as to reflect the actions of the/ second computer system. 

23. The process according to claim 22, wherein the first computer system and 
the second computer system are connected to the Internet. 




LAW OFFICES 

Finnecan, Henderson, 
Farabow, Garrett, 
8 dunner,l.l.r 

1300 I STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C.20005 
202-408-4000 



24. The process according to c 
animated sequence on the first compu 



Serial No.: 08/885,597 
Attorney Docket No. 06502.0023 



aim 22, further comprising displaying the 
:er system. 



25. A computer readable medium containing instructions executable on a 
computer, the instructions when executed on the computer perform a process for 
reflecting activity of a software container that is closed, including: 

detecting activity of the closed container; and 

updating an animated sequence sWas to reflect activity of the closed container. 

26. A computer readabteffipedium containing instructions executable on a 
computer, the instructions when J*xecuted on the computer perform a process for 
reflecting activity of a netw5rx-b^sed software container associated with a first 
computer system, including: 

detecting if a seconq computer syster^ actions has acted upon the container; 

and 

updating an animated sfeqtfence to be displayed on the first computer system so 
as to reflect the actions of the/ second computer system. 

27. A computer system, comprising: 



a memory containing 



code for performing a process for reflecting activity of a 
software container that is closed, including code for detecting activity of the closed 

-8- 



\ 




LAW OF-FICES 

Finn eg an, Henderson, 
Farabow, Garrett, 
8 dunner,l.l.p. 

I3O0 I STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C.20005 
202-408-4000 



Serial No.: 08/885,597 
Attorney Docket No. 06502.0023 



container and code for updating ap animated sequence so as to reflect activity of the 

closed container; 

a display to display the animated sequence; and 
a processor configuredjo execute programs in the memory. 



28. A comput 
a memory in 
reflecting activity of a 



network, comprising: 
first cqfnpjmer containing code for performing a process for 
fa-based software container associated with the first 



computer system, includ/nd code for detecting if a second computer system has acted 



upon the container, andf cpde for 
the first computer systi 



ating an animated sequence to be displayed on 
so a$to reflect the actions of the second computer system; 
a display to displajy the animated sequence; and 
a processor configured to execute programs in the memory. 

29. The process of claim 1 , whe/£in the frames include characteristics that are 
symbolic of objects of the contained 

30. The computer system of claim 7, wherein the frames include characteristics 
that are symbolic of objecns of the container. 



